
Often when I come across a new product I always wonder how that person got 
to the point where they decided to just do it.  This certainly arose when I came to know 
of the products that are made at American Tied Flies.  A small home-grown company 
owned and operated by Aaron Letera.  How I came across this company is probably 
no surprise, but when looking for a not so normal dubbing for a fly that I was designing 
I looked all around for something that you didn’t see in your every day small streamer.  
Once I got my hands-on Aarons product it was an instant love fest.  Not only were 
there great uses for this dubbing but it’s also an American made, Home Grown piece 
of art.  The consistency and color range are such that would make an art student drool 
with delight.  So, as I came to love this dubbing I wanted a way to share with the world 
a more in-depth view of the product and the man who makes it.  So, like any normal 
person I messaged him through social media and pestered him into letting me write 
this article for my web site.  I started by asking him the obvious questions then I took 
what I learned mixed it with what I thought I knew and bam wrote this article.  Please 
enjoy and embark on this colorful ride of a dubbing trip. 

Let’s start from the beginning, American Tied Flies manufactures tying materials; 
such as dubbing, and a synthetic product called Minotaur Hair.  The dubbing is a har-
monious blend of natural and synthetic materials.  It comes in various lengths and col-
ors, there five main varieties; Mogwai Fuzz, Deez Nuts, Magnum Dubbing, Magic 
Dubbing, and Tauntaun Hair.  Now I know what your thinking, where in the heck did he 
come up with those names.  We will get to that but for now lets just talk abut the prod-
ucts.  All these different types have slightly different characteristics, starting with the 
magnum dubbing.  
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The Magnum Dubbing is long in length and is of the synthetic family of 
dubbings, its length comes in at a whopping 4 inches and works great 
making large streamers.  But with a little outside of the box thinking it 
can be used for just about anything. 

Mogwai Fuzz is a similar dubbing in that it is a Natural/
Synthetic blend and roughly the same size but with out the 
glow in the dark, but it does have a bit of uv flash in it which 
helps bring light to it while in the water.  

MAGNUM DUBBING 

MOGWAI FUZZ 

MAGIC DUBBING 
Now the magic dubbing is just the little brother to the magnum dub-
bing.  It is the same material just at a shorter length.  Coming in at 
around ½ inch.  Thus, allowing you to use it for smaller flies such as 
nymphs or small streamers as I do. 
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TAUNTAUN HAIR 

Now if you’re looking for a dubbing that has a little natural 
sheen to it then Tauntaun hair is where its at.  This synthetic 
material comes in a bit longer than the previous two at 1inch.  
With no added flash this material has enough shine in it without 



This I can tell you makes for a great nymph dubbing.  It’s 
perfect blend of natural and synthetic gives just the right 
balance for all tiers.  It here’s the best part, it has glow in 
the dark properties!  Very helpful for nymphs that you will 
be fishing in deep pockets.  

DEEZ NUTS 
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STONE FLY NYMPH 

 BAIT FISH STREAMER 



When did you start fly fishing? 
 I remember seeing on old fiber glass rod in my parents basement growing up that 
was my dad's.  It was weird looking at it, I instantly was drawn to it.  I asked for a fly rod 
and that Christmas I got, I believe, an eagle claw black eagle or something like that and a 
box with Orvis flies in it.  Keep in mind I never picked up a fly rod until that moment.  I got 
what information I could from my dad and anything I could read to try and learn as much 
as I could.  I took it out trout fishing and caught 3 rainbows on a tiny zug bug from that 
Orvis assortment and thought man this is easy, it's magic.  It's not magic I just got lucky 
but that's all it took.  I fished here and there with the fly rod through high school.  It wasn't 
until later after I finished college that I got serious and picked it up again and started ty-
ing.  My first flies looked terrible but I thought they looked good.  I look back now and 
wonder what type of beer goggles I had on. 
 

What got you interested in tying your own flies? 
I really got interested in tying my own flies when I was dating my wife after college 

and I went steelhead fishing with her dad for the first time ever.  I was using a spinning 
rod and power bait and caught one all day.  This guy came through with the fly rod and 
hooked one after the other.  I decided at that moment I was going to start tying my own 
flies and get serious.  Later I went home I dug out a very basic old vise I had received 
when I was in high school and started tying with a limited amount of materials I picked up 
from a local fly shop.  Just basic egg flies and trying various materials I found around the 
house not meant for fly tying.  The flies we're not good but at the time they looked great 
to me. 

 

Is American Tied Flies your main gig? 
Yes.  I worked for the state at a juvenile lockup for about 10 years and when that 

closed this opportunity just happened at the right time.  I have been fortunate enough to 
do something I like which I don't take for granted.  That can change at anytime so I am 
grateful for the customers and support I have received. 

 

Where did the idea for your business come from? 
I started out selling flies on the side.  I sold some flies here and there and started 

selling materials and making dubbing.  I had limited success.  My job closed and I was 
out of work.  Then one day it all clicked with the dubbing.  My dubbing got into the hands 
of the right person who took a chance on me and a week later I was looking at my first 
huge order of 2,400 bags.  I was not prepared for what I was getting into but they were un-
derstanding as I grew and worked out better and faster ways to get it done.  From then to 
now is night and day.  It is still work but not like when I first started.  I like tying flies but 
the direction I am moving is more on the material end now.  I am not going to fight it. 
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Now that we’ve talked a little about the products lets find out a little something 
about the man behind all of this.  I sent Aaron some questions just to learn a bit more 

about him and to learn where some of these ideas came from.   
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When did you decide to start making dubbing? 
About 3 years ago I started playing around with making dubbing.  Just basic col-

ors, then it went to making colors I couldn't find that I wanted tailored to my tying needs 
that weren't commercially available.  I think I sold a few bags here and there.  I had a hard 
time giving it away which has definitely changed now.  I like to compare making dubbing 
to fly tying.  It has come to the point that it is just about as satisfying as tying a fly to me 
now.  To dream up a color and actually match a particular baitfish or bug almost identical-
ly is fun.  To get an idea in your head and look down and see what you dreamed up laying 
before you is magic to me. 
 

How do you come up with the names for your products? 
The names come from movies I like, funny things I have seen and stuff that stuck 

with me.  I take a look at the product I am doing and something I put in the back of my 
mind just comes to me and fits.  It's weird when I see a completed product I know what 
name fits instantly it just feels right.   Sometimes I ask my wife what she thinks it looks 
like and she will give names which I then think of something opposite and it works.  Let 
me tell you when she sees the completed names she asks me what grade I am in.  I just 
laugh. 

 
Where do you see the industry going in the next ten years? 

I see a lot of people wanting instant gratification, that doesn't happen.  It's taken me 
awhile to get to the point I am at, not that I am some big guy in the industry or anything.  I 
also see the industry heading in a good direction.  With all the new materials coming out 
and creative tyers out there it's only going to drive more innovation and new ideas. 
 

What's the craziest question you've been asked by customers? 
I get sent pictures of bugs and baitfish and get asked to match them exactly but 

that's not crazy.  I like that it helps me to develop new colors and products.  I would say 
the craziest thing comes from non-customers.  People who say hey could you send me 
some free stuff?  I am not sure if I want to buy.  I usually ignore those messages but oc-
casionally I reply back and ask if they work for free?  Sometimes it's tough to stay profes-
sional and an occasional lapse is ok from time to time. 
 

What's your favorite fly to fish with? 
I like fishing nymphs and streamers basically what the occasion calls for.  My fa-

vorite would be a streamer.  There is nothing like feeling that fly just stop and have all hell 
break loose. 
 

Explain yourself in three words? 
Professional (that's debatable by my wife), fun and helpful 

 

How often do you get to go fishing? 
I used to get out fishing all the time.  I would drive hours on a moment's notice and 

go.  Now with kids and making dubbing pretty much full time it's hard to get out like I 
would like to. 


